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OPINION

pital patients have received
letters that appear to come
from The Hospital of Central
Connecticut and threaten their
homes with foreclosure. Based

on similarities with other union
communications from the sheet
metal worker's union it seems
clear that they are responsible.
As healers and citizens, we are
shocked at tactics that frighten
and confuse the patients and
families who depend on us. We
want our patients to know that
these letters are hoaxes. Anyone
who receives one should contact us immediately. We have
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contacted the proper authorities
and they will be investigating.
The people of The Hospital
of Central Connecticut provide
care and comfort to patients and
families every day. They
live by our core values of
integrity, caring, excellence and safety. Our
new cancer center will
expand the range of
services and programs
available right here in New
Britain. It is an investment in
the long-term well-being of our
towns and cities and it should
not be tainted by schemes that
threaten the people we servE.

Clarence J Silvia is president/CEO
of7he Hospital ofCentral Connecticut and president ofthe Central
Connecticut Health Alliance, the
hospital's parent organization.

Our new building will save
and dramatically improve the
lives of patients with cancer.

we're building a state-of-the-art
cancer center that will be fully
integrated with our partners in
Hartford HealthCare.
Our new building will save and
dramatically improve the
lives of patients with cancer. But the construction
has sparked controversy.
In going out to bid for
this work, we selected the
bid that provided the best
value for our hospital. Our obligation of stewardship requires
us to do so. Some local union
leaders are upset that not all of
the work is being done by union
labor. They have organized protests against this decision, and
we recognize their right to speak
their minds.
We believe some union
leaders have taken this too
far however. Former hos-
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