5-12-98; 41:18FPM;Hon. Snowbarger

Congress of the Ynited States
Claghington, BE 20515

;202 225 5887

May 11, 1998

“OPEN SHOPS NEED NOT APPLY?”

Dear Republican Colleague:

I commend to your attention the article below. As the Wall Siree! Journal details, the
Vice President has made goad on his Jongstanding threat to reserve most transportation contracts
for union companies. This signals a very troubling shift away from fair and open competition.
Additionally, we are very concerned that this effort may have more to do with the 2000
Presidential race than with building quality roads at a reasonable cost.

For many years, Republicans have worked to make the federal procurement process fair,
open and competitive. This new policy would destroy these efforts. Further, both union and
open shop contractors oppose these cocrcive new rules. If you are concerned about this
disturbing announcement, please join us in a letter to the Vice President. If you would like more
information about mandatory Project Labor Agreements, please contact Danielle Doane 5-5015
(Miller) or Patrick Wilson 5-2865(Snowbarger).

Thank you for your attention,

Sincerely,

Member of Congress (KS-3)

Wall Street Journal 04/23/9%8

Clintqn Revives
Controversial Plan
For Project Labor

By GrLENN BURKINK

Kteff Reporter of THE Waid, STARRT Jounnay,

WASHINGTON — Fullilliing a pledge o
prganized tabor, the Clinton administra-
Llives s revived a plan to encourage the
use of prject labor agreements on federal
constinction projects. .

in & speech to the AFL-CIO's Bullding
aod  Construction Teades Deparlinent,
¥ice 'reskdent Al Gure said thal Transguer-
tisthun Departiient agencies would be Wid
to “aggressively pursue” opporivnities W
use the ugreements, which generally re-
serve projects lor employers that use union
fnbor. The affceled agencies include the
Federnd lilghway Administration and the
Federal Avintion Administration.

President Clintun last yenr propused
requiring {edernt agencies, whenever pos-
sible, W0 consider project tibor pacts. Bt
e witlurew Die plan after Senate Republi-
cuits throeptened fo Uiock Labor Secretary
Alexis Hennan's conlirmation unless the
administiration backed down.

D, Yhdz

Dan Miller
Member of Congress (FL-13)

Yeslerday's annvuncement could mean
{ucrative conlracts for unfon workers.
Each year, the Transportation Depar{ment
siienys about $40 blilien on highway, tran-
sit aod gitport construction projects. A
degkartment official said We direclive a1so
would apply lo Ihe six-year, 5219 billion
highway Uil now beJore Congress.

The U,S5. Chainber of Comimerce, which
fougi ta kilt the administration's proposal
1ast year, vowed to batile this gne, Thumas
J. Bonohue, president and chiel execulive,
called il “a dear breach’ of the agree:
wenl between iRepublicans and the admin-
istraliun.

""This s an alfronl to e nonunion
workers In Uie construction, design and
maintenance business in the country,” he
sail. He added thal it would “significantly
increase the cust of boilding” roads and

- bridges,

But project lbor agreetnents can save
muney because Wiey spelt out upfront such
termis as wages, work rules and dispute
vesvlution, said Jubn Leiber, DOT's acling
assistunt secretary for policy.





