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EDITORIALS

Counting the cost
of union monopoly

alifernia government

seems to caseade from

one crisis to another As

the state government con-
times to wrestle with the ongaing
budget. erisis, Californians have
long forgotten the Davis adminis-
tration’s electricity arisis, which
sparked a series of rolling black-
outs In 2001.

Yet, a5 Sputhern Celifornia Edi-
son OEQ Jobn Bryson explained at
an editorisl beard mesting in Feb-
ruary, California is not out: of dan-
ger Many of the promised new
plants haye yet to materialize, and
Californians are Kkely to face short-
ages In coming years if more ca-
pacity 2nd improved $ransmission
is not 2dded to the prid.

There sre many regsons too few
elzctricity generators are being
bullt in California, As SCE officials
expleined, the big problem is a dys-
funetional legislafive dtustion. Fol-
lowing tha imposition of a disas-
trous regulatory scheme known
inaccurately as deregulabion, the
state has yet to put together n new,
coherent energy strategy.

That's the big problem, but there
are some smaller ones also. For in-
stance, the state’s environmental
climate makes it difficult to bulld
neaded plants. We're not coniplain-
ing ebout necessary eontrols on
pollution, but sbout how caytain ge-
1ivist groups are able to use what is
known as “greernmsil® to stop the
construction of plents unless they

§egg  oe their way. Often their complaint

has nothing to do with environ-
mantal poliey. It's 8 way to exert
clout is achieve other aims,

Assemblyman Dave Coet, R-Fair
Oaks, has Infrodvced 2 bill, AB
2497, that seeks to expose the way
eartain lsbor unions threafen te file -
environmental complaints sgeinst
proposed power plants unless
bullders zgree to project laboy
agreaments, Those agreements give
monopoly contral over all the can-
struetion work to unjon eontrace-
tors.

PLASs are costly and unfsir to
non-union workers. But ne PLA,
and no power plant~ ut Jeast not:
until eostly environmentsl com-
plsinks are handled. An erganiza-
tion called Californtz Unions for
Reliable Energy (CUKE), com-
prised of bullding trades members,
is known for making such troubling
deniands of builders.

“Using CURE, unions have com-
pelled ... the state’s major power
plant bulldery to sign labor con-
tracts not ouly for construetion of
power plants, but glso for ... long-
term maintenanee,” explained Matt
Ternnis, legislative director for the
Associated Builders snd Contrae-
tors of Californiz, in 2 recent lotter
10 legislators. As he explained, the
purpose of the ABCsponsored AB
2497 is to analyze the costs of this

procedure, not to ban the filing of
environments] complaints,

The hill deserves te move for-
ward. Californians deserve to know
what greenmasi] is cosfing therm.
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